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of my secretary, Lieutenant B. W. Wells, Jr., who commanded and directed
the fighting of the fourth division with splendid effect.

I would commend the highly meritorious conduct and courage in the
engagement of Lieutenant Commander 1ST. E. Mason, the executive officer
whose presence everywhere over the ship during its continuance did much
to secure the good result of this ship's part in the victory.

The navigator, Lieutenant A. C. Hodgson, and the division officers,
Lieutenant T. D. Griffin, Lieutenant W. R, Rush, Lieutenant Edward
Simpson, Lieutenant J. G. Doyle, Ensign Charles Webster and the junior
divisional officers were most steady and conspicuous in every detail of duty
contributing to the accurate firing of this ship in her part of the great
victory of your forces.

The officers of the medical, pay, engineer and marine corps responded
to every demand of the occasion and were fearless in exposing themselves.
The warrant officers, Boatswain Wm. L. Hill, Carpenter Geo. H. Warford
and Gunner F. T. Applegate were everywhere exposed, in watching for
damage, reports of which were constantly conveyed to me.

I have never in my life served with a braver or worthier crew than
that of the Brooklyn. During the combat, lasting from 9.35 A. M. till
1.15 P. M., much of the time under fire, they never nagged for a moment,
and were apparently undisturbed by the storm of projectiles passing ahead'
astern and over the ship. The result of the engagement was the destruc-
tion of the Spanish squadron and the capture of the admiral and some
thirteen to fifteen hundred prisoners, with the loss of several hundred
killed, estimated by Admiral Cervera at 600 men.

The casualties on board this ship were: G. H. Ellis, chief yeoman,
killed; J. Burns, fireman, first class, severely wounded. The marks and
scars show that this ship was struck about* twenty-five times, and she
bears in all forty-one scars as the result of her participation in the great
victory of your force on July 3, 1898. The speed cone halyards were shot
away and nearly all the signal halyards. The ensign at the mizzen was
so shattered that in hauling it down at the close of the action it fell to
pieces.

I congratulate you most sincerely upon this great victory to the squad-
ron under your command, and I am glad that I had an opportunity to con-
tribute in the least to a victory that seems big enough for all of us.

I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the commanding
officer, and a drawing in profile of the ship showing the location of hits and
scars j also a memorandum of the ammunition expended and the amount
to fill her allowance.

Since reaching this place and holding conversation with several of
the captains, viz., Captain ,'Kulate, of the Viscaya, and the second in com-
mand of the Colon, Commander Contreras, I have learned that the Spanish
admiral's scheme was to concentrate all fire for a while on the Brooklyn,

* Examination made later discovered five more hits upon the Brooklyn,
making the number thirty in all.conduct of my flag lieutenant,
